
True Greatness

Five loaves, Two Fish
John 6:1-15; Mark 6:30-44
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Each generation not only has a place, 

but each has something to give. 
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About five thousand men were 

there. – Luke 9:14

Means around 

10,000 men and 

women and 

maybe even 

15,000 if we count 

in the children.
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Jesus, this is a remote place… and 

it’s already very late. Send the 

people away so they can go to the 

surrounding countryside and villages 

and buy themselves something to 

eat. - Mark 6:35-36



True Greatness

But he answered, ‘You give them 

something to eat.’ - Mark 6:37a
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That would take eight months of a 

man’s wages! Are we to go and 

spend that much on bread and give 

it to them to eat? - Mark 6:37b
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“How many loaves do you have?” 

Jesus asked. “Go and see.” 

- Mark 6:38
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Here is a boy with five small 

barley loaves and two small 

fish, - John 6:9a
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…but what good is that with 

this huge crowd?” 

– John 6:9b (NLT)
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Here is a boy with five small 

barley loaves and two small 

fish, - John 6:9a
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Barley bread was 

the bread for the 

poor common 

people.



True Greatness

Barley is a grain which in 

England is given to horses 

and in Scotland fed to people. 

- Samuel Johnson (1755)
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What good 

would it do?
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Why did so 

many people 

follow Jesus?
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Some time after this, Jesus crossed to 

the far shore of the Sea of Galilee, and 

a great crowd of people followed him 

because they saw the miraculous 

signs he had performed on the sick. 

- John 6:1-2
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Gideon’s 

Army of 300
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David and 
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Elijah and the 

Poor Widow
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God’s chooses to use 

small things, because 

it brings Him glory.
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Only when you are 

powerless, can you be a 

channel of God’s power.
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And taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven and said 

a blessing and broke the loaves and 

gave them to the disciples to set 

before the people. And he divided the 

two fish among them all. – Mark 6:41
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