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After this, the word of the LORD 
came to Abram in a vision: “Do 
not be afraid, Abram. I am your 
shield, your very great reward.” 
– Gen 15:1



God said earlier in Genesis 12:2, that his 
descendants will be so numerous! Abraham will 
become a great nation. His name will be great. 

And in Genesis 13:14, “Lift up your eyes and 
look from the place where you are, northward 
and southward and eastward and westward, for 
all the land which you see I will give to you and 
to your descendants forever.”







But Abram said, “Sovereign 
LORD, what can you give me 
since I remain childless and the 
one who will inherit my estate 
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
– Gen 15:2



But Abram said, “Sovereign 
LORD, what can you give me 
since I remain childless and the 
one who will inherit my estate 
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
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He took him outside and said, “Look 
up at the sky and count the stars—
if indeed you can count them.” Then 
he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” – Gen 15:5





Our Enduring Vision

To be a witnessing 
community of praying and 
caring worshippers who 
base their lives on Scripture 
and move in the power of 
the Holy Spirit to reach a 
world in need of Christ. 
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Seeking
We see a church hungry for God. We see strong preaching and 
vibrant Spirit-filled services. We see people who base their lives on 
Scripture and prayer, yielded to the Holy Spirit and living a life of 
fruitfulness. 
Caring
We see church as a family that cares. A community that is authentic. 
We see every generation having a place. We see people growing 
people into spiritual maturity. We see healthy cell groups that are 
multiplying. 
Serving
We see everyone involved. We see people stepping forward, serving 
joyfully and generously, with their time, talent and treasure. We see 
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Witnessing
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What do we see 
when our task

Is fulfilled?





Isaiah 43:18-19
Remember not the former things, 
nor consider the things of old. 
Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.

Isaiah 54:2
Enlarge the place of your tent, 
and let the curtains of your 
habitations be stretched out; do 
not hold back; lengthen your 
cords and strengthen your stakes.

Genesis 22:14
So Abraham called the name of 
that place, “The LORD will 
provide”; as it is said to this day, 
“On the mount of the LORD it 
shall be provided.”

Acts 20:35
In all things I have shown you 
that by working hard in this way 
we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 
‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.’ ”

Zechariah 8:4-5
Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Old men and old women shall 
again sit in the streets of 
Jerusalem, each with staff in 
hand because of great age. And 
the streets of the city shall be 
full of boys and girls playing in 
its streets.

Matthew 25:40
And the King will answer them, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.’
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SJSM Village



Seeking
We see a church hungry for God. We see strong preaching and 
vibrant Spirit-filled services. We see people who base their lives on 
Scripture and prayer, yielded to the Holy Spirit and living a life of 
fruitfulness. 
Caring
We see church as a family that cares. A community that is authentic. 
We see every generation having a place. We see people growing 
people into spiritual maturity. We see healthy cell groups that are 
multiplying. 
Serving
We see everyone involved. We see people stepping forward, serving 
joyfully and generously, with their time, talent and treasure. We see 
people operating in the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit. We see 
people serving with excellence to the glory of God.
Witnessing
We see a witnessing community. We see a church without walls 
offering radical hospitality. We see a church embracing people from 
all walks of life. We see a church equipped and ready to share the 
gospel to a world in need of Christ. The church we see is SJSM. 

Radical Hospitality



When a stranger sojourns with you in 
your land, you shall do him no wrong. 
The stranger who sojourns with you shall 
be to you as the native among you, and 
you shall love him as yourself; for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am 
the Lord your God. - Lev 19:33-34
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Bp Rennis Ponniah, in “God’s Guiding Hand, The SJSM Story” 
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Luke 4:18-19, Isaiah 61:1-2

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”
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The Year of the Lord’s Welcome
Luke 4:18-19, Isaiah 61:1-2

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”

dektos – can be translated as 
welcome (Lk 4:24,  9:5)

Radical Hospitality



The Year of the Lord’s Welcome
Radical Hospitality



Sermon Series on 

Luke and Acts 
for 2024



Change of 
E2 Service time 
to start at 10:45 am 

from March 2024



Abram believed the LORD, 
and he credited it to him as 
righteousness. – Gen 15:6 



“I am the LORD, who brought 
you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this 
land to take possession of it.” 
– Gen 15:7



But Abram said, “Sovereign 
LORD, how can I know that I 
will gain possession of it? 
– Gen 15:8



So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a 
heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years 
old, along with a dove and a young 
pigeon.” Abram brought all these to him, 
cut them in two and arranged the halves 
opposite each other; the birds, however, 
he did not cut in half. – Gen 15:9-10







Those who have violated my 
covenant and have not fulfilled the 
terms of the covenant they made 
before me, I will treat like the calf 
they cut in two and then walked 
between its pieces. - Jer 34:18-19



As the sun was setting, 
Abram fell into a deep sleep, 
and a thick and dreadful 
darkness came over him. 
– Gen 15:12



When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a 
smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and 
passed between the pieces. On that day the LORD 
made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your 
descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of 
Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— the land 
of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, 
Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, 
Girgashites and Jebusites.” – Gen 15:17-21



The Year of the Lord’s Welcome
Radical Hospitality


