‘Worship God/’

(Rev 22:9b)
(Why, What, How?)
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1. Introduction: Four ‘Mind Openers’
1.1 Have you ever seen monkeys or other animals worship God? Why not?

1.2 ‘What is the chief end of Man?’ (Q1, Westminster Shorter Catechism)
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1.3 What do you think of this expression of worship?
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Introduction: Four ‘Mind Openers’
Have you ever seen monkeys or other animals worship God? Why not?

‘What is the chief end of Man?’ (Q1, Westminster Shorter Catechism)

What do you think of this expression of worship?

Hear these words ofJesus regardmg vain worship and saIvatlon
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Woman, believe me, the hour is coming wh
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem wil

you worship the Father. You worship what
you do not know;
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2. Unpacking Matt 2:1-11 and Rev 13:1-10

2.5 Humanity, by and large, will succumb to the coercion of ‘the beast’
and will worship it, and the dragon. (Rev 13:5-8)
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2. Unpacking Matt 2:1-11 and Rev 13:1-10

2.7 The original language translated as ‘worship’ in the two sermons
readings is proskuneo (G4352). What is proskuneo?
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3. Unpacking Proskuneo (G4352)
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3. Unpacking Proskuneo (G4352)

3.1 -is the most common of half a dozen NT words translated as ‘worship’;
this is similarly so for the equivalent OT word (shachah, H7812).
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3. Unpacking Proskuneo (G4352)

3.3 Proskuneo-worship is bowing down, prostrating, or kneeling before
God as our act of worship, both in private and in public.
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3. Unpacking Proskuneo (G4352)

3.4 In the Second Commandment, we are specifically commanded not to
shachah (i.e. proskuneo) before any idol. See Exodus 20:4-5.
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3. Unpacking Proskuneo (G4352)

3.5 Proskuneo shapes our humility and submission to God, His might and
His majesty. Proskuneo is the much-needed antidote against pride.
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4. Conclusion: ‘Proskuneo-Worship God!’

4.1 This imperative was given to John the Beloved - an ‘old Christian’ not
a newbie; we all can make mistakes! (Rev 22:8-9) Only ‘the words of
this book’ can keep us from going astray.

‘Worship God’ is the full and ultimate measure of who and what we
really are; we are NOT defined by our positions, fame, education, social
standing, wealth, abilities, whatever, but by our worship of God.

Proskuneo-worship pleases God, because such worship is reflection of
our genuine reconciliation with our heavenly Father.
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